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Empower Playgrounds has been providing lanterns to schools in Ghana for about
15 years. Most schools we work with have had lanterns for 10 years. Primary
school in Ghana are K-6 with Junior High adding 7-9. That is the required level of
schooling in Ghana. The government is working hard to add High School (10-12)
to the requirement, but that requires building many more schools and educating
a lot more teachers. It is taking time and money and is very slow to arrive in rural
areas.
Our team in Ghana has been capturing stories of children in the schools we
support. It has been very satisfying to learn that most of these students have had
lanterns and evening lantern study groups for their entire educational experience.
I had not stopped to think about that. This generation has an important
advantage that never existed in the rural villages before. Or more accurately,
have not had a big education disadvantage that has limited previous generations.
We are focused on maintaining the progress.
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2021 was a great year for us.  Schools started back up in January 2021 and travel restrictions were 
lifted which allowed us the ability to continue to do what we love.  One thing that we all realized 
during this year is just how important education is, especially for those in the rural villages.  We 
have had the chance to talk to students about being back in school.  Many children had missed 
school and were happy to be back. 

At Empower Playgrounds we believe that education will help propel these children into the best 
future possible. With your continued support we are making a di�erence in their lives.  We are 
able to help them gain con�dence in their abilities to learn and grow and see the world for the 
endless possibilies that are out there. 

Thank you again for your continual support.  We hope that one day you will join us to see �rst 
hand the di�erence you are making. 

Medase,

Amy Williams 
Executive Director 

CONTINUING

5



Empower Playgrounds has been providing lanterns to schools in Ghana for about
15 years. Most schools we work with have had lanterns for 10 years. Primary
school in Ghana are K-6 with Junior High adding 7-9. That is the required level of
schooling in Ghana. The government is working hard to add High School (10-12)
to the requirement, but that requires building many more schools and educating
a lot more teachers. It is taking time and money and is very slow to arrive in rural
areas.
Our team in Ghana has been capturing stories of children in the schools we
support. It has been very satisfying to learn that most of these students have had
lanterns and evening lantern study groups for their entire educational experience.
I had not stopped to think about that. This generation has an important
advantage that never existed in the rural villages before. Or more accurately,
have not had a big education disadvantage that has limited previous generations.
We are focused on maintaining the progress.
����������

�����������
���������������



MISSION

�������������������������
���������������������
������������������������������
����������������������������
�������������������������
�����������������������
����������������������������
�����������������������
��������������������������
�������������



�������������
����

���������

���
������������������

������
�������������������

���
�����������������������

�����
������������������������

���
���������������

���
�������������

������
��������

��������
���������������������������

8



� �������������������

This year one of the challenges we have faced is getting lanterns back into the schools.  Many 
lanterns had issues not being well used for almost a year. Our team in Ghana has been hard at work 
ensuring that each school has the lanterns they need and that they are charging properly.  

Isaac, our country director and resident engineer, took the break from school to con�gure a new 
charging station for the lanterns.  This new station allows more lanterns to be charged at the same 
time.  

While on a visit to Ghana we were able to stop by Bomigo village and see the lanterns in action.  You 
can see a group of students gathered together under the light of the lantern.  This village doesn’t 
have electricity and has greatly bene�ted from our lanterns. Thanks to the Thorson family who 
donated the money for a Merry-go-round and lanterns.  This village is now thriving.  

9
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Did you know that in order to get into high school in Ghana you must pass a country 
wide exam? On that exam there are questions about science, English, math and com-
puters.  Reading through that list of subjects I am sure you didn’t think much of it.  
Now I want you to think about the computer section again.  

Most students in rural Ghana have not had access to a computer.  If they are lucky to 
have a teacher bring in their personal computer they can learn and see it.  However, 
many students learn about computer theory from a book.  

During our visit to the Bahankra school we observed the Computer Teacher showing 
the children what a Word Document looks like by drawing it on the chalk board. 

Our goal is to help improve access to computers for our rural villages.  We hope to 
put more computer labs that include internet access at many of our schools.  Having 
access to this type of learning would help these rural students the most.  
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Boreholes continue to be one of our favorite things to do.  In 2021 we were able to bring clean 
water to 5 more villages. Bringing clean water to a village will never get old.  It doesn’t matter 
how old you are, faces light up from youngest up to the oldest when clean water comes to their 
village. 

Our focus is always on the children and how we can enhance their educational opportunities.  
We believe that bringing clean water to villages near our schools will help the children in many 
ways.  Bringing clean water not only helps prevent water bourne diseases, but it also helps chil-
dren make it to school on time.  Children are often the ones who are fetching the water for their 
families. Sometimes the path to get water is long and dangerous.  This is why bringing clean 
water is so important for our school children. 
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