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A big communications issue in Ghana is references 
to the traditional four seasons in discussions and 
analogies. Americans and Europeans often talk of 
the challenge of Winter and the hope of Spring.  

Being essentially on the equator, Ghanaian 
weather is not a�ected much by the tilting of the 
Earth as it circles the Sun.  Temperature and hours 
of sunlight are the same year-around.  

SEASONS OF CHANGE
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2020 created an example of seasons.  Schools were shutdown for a full year.  With no opportunity for 
virtual learning in rural classrooms, education for the children experienced a long, cold, dark winter.  But 
now the schools have been reopened and both teachers and students are excited for a Spring-like new 
beginning.

The Empower Playgrounds Team is busy visiting the schools to help restart our programs of lanterns, 
science kits and feminine hygiene supplies.  We are well stocked, having launched a container to Ghana 
early last year just before transport and borders were closed.

Most importantly, I am pleased to say that our donors continued their support in 2020 despite the 
di�cult circumstances for many.  Empower Playgrounds is in a strong position to restart our programs 
quickly and fully in rural Ghana.  We are excited about 2021 and a return to full activity.  
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March 6, 2020 I boarded a plane heading to Ghana with many thoughts racing through my mind.  I 
was excited and anxious to see �rst hand the work that has been made possible by you, our generous 
donors.  

As I landed in Ghana and took in my surroundings.  The heat from the hot Ghanaian sun warmed my 
skin and the smells of bofruit and jollof rice were in the air.  I was excited to get to work. I spent my �rst 
week visiting schools.  Seeing the school children in their classroom blocks learning from their 
teachers, reading from their library books, drinking from the clean water of a well loved borehole. I 
saw the giant smiles on their faces and heard their laughter as they rode on the Merry-go-rounds. 
Visiting each new school only made my appreciation for you grow stronger.  You have made so many 
wonderful things possible. 

After I had been there for about a week everything changed.  The world shut down.  Schools were 
closed.  Desks and chairs once �lled with eager students were left empty. Our once constantly 
spinning merry-go-rounds stood still and our bright lantern lights went dark.  As I sat on the plane 
leaving behind this incredible country much sooner than I would have liked, many thoughts were 
going through my mind.  I looked out the window as the landscape of Ghana grew farther and farther 
away I was left to wonder what was going to happen and how we would deal with all these changes. 

MOVING FORWARD
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While 2020 may have knocked us o� our feet for a moment, we didn’t stay down for long. Our 
projects may have looked di�erent with masks, social distancing, and limited gatherings, but they 
happened. Our team members in Ghana have been able to pick projects that were safe to do with 
the government regulations still in place.  We have had to adapt and change some of the things 
we do, but EPI continues to move forward.  Finding a way to keep our e�orts going.  

In this Annual Report I would like to show you some of the areas we have been able to make a 
di�erence in 2020.  In a year of so much darkness you have brought light! Together we can make a 
lasting impact for the wonderful children in Ghana. 

Medase,

Amy Williams 
Executive Director 
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Domase is a village located 223 km (138 miles) outside of Accra. 
In March 2020 Brandon and Jill Wagner along with two of their children 
were able to see �rsthand how their donations will change the lives
of those in Domase village forever.   The �rst thing that they were able
to see was the new borehole in the village.  Through their donation
Domase was able to receive a borehole for clean water.  
Instead of walking to get water from a neaby muddy river they
now have access to the clean water located next to the school which is 
in the center of their village.  

It is hard to miss the new classroom block that was also built.  The 
previous one was built 50 years ago and as of today none of their 
students have attended high school.  The Wagner familiy hopes that 
this will change now.  Something they hope will continue to facilitate  
that change is the access these kids will have to a library.  Over 1000 books were
collected by family and friends of the Wagner Family.  Jill and her daughter were also were able to 
participate in the distribution of Days for Girls feminine hygeine kits for the school girls at Domase. 

While visiting Domase the Wagner family was able to install a new merry-go-round system.  The 
system will provide power to lanterns that will give o� electricity, something most of these villagers 
have never had.  Thank you Wagner Family!
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One area that we decided to pivot to during this year was helping to distribute Personal 
Protective Equipment.  While schools had shut down for most of the year, the government 
allowed certain groups to go back.  In the Ghanaian Education System all Grade 9  students 
will take the Basic Education Certi�ciate Exam (BECE Exam). This exam will determine if they go 
on to high school as well as determine which high school they are accepted into.  This exam is 
crucial to the students and their future. The government o�cials allowed all Grade 9 students 
to attend classes for a few weeks to continue to prepare for these exams.  

Our Team in Ghana was able to visit these schools and saw that they were in desperate need of 
some protective equipment to keep the children safe from COVID-19 by helping to stop the 
spread of germs.  The Roberts Family Foundation as well as a company called CareCrates 
helped fund these projects.  The donations from these two groups made it possible for us to 
purchase the needed supplies for students in 31 di�erent schools.  We were able to give out 
hand sanitizer, hand soap, a hand washing station, face masks and face shields.  Because of 
these donations students were able to stay in school and complete the study period for their 
exams.  
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As lockdowns lifted we started asking ourselves what else we could do.  How could we continue 
to help those in need and yet stay safe?  There are so many needs in Ghana that go unmet and 
we hated the thought of losing a year of helping our students.  One aspect we thought essential 
was getting villages access to clean water. Our team in Ghana was able to work with the villages 
and those who dug the boreholes to social distance and keep everyone safe during the
construction process. 

The results were joyous celebrations for those living in Obosono and Afransua Dedewa Villages.  
In a year that brought unwelcome change, these boreholes were a highlight of good things to 
come. As you can see the villagers came to line up with their buckets that would now be �lled 
with clean water.  

The Roberts Familiy Foundation was essential in making this happen.  Their commitment to 
obtaining clean water for villages has blessed the lives of hundreds of families in these two 
villages. 
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PLAY FOR
LIGHT
Come join us for lunch as 
we share the impact you 
are making in the lives of 
those in rural Ghana. 

Thursday October 7, 2021 - 12:00pm
Location: TBD - Look for more information coming soon. 
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